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Instructors’ Guide to edu.NutrientNet.org

l. Setting up a class

1. Click on the “Instructor sign-up” link on the maage of http://edu.nutrientnet.org/

2. Complete the “Create a new account” page andltgein again with your created
username and password.

3. You will now come to the “Create market” pag&fter naming the market, you may
paste a list of e-mail addresses, one for eacicymamt in the market, into the text box
for “participant e-mails”. There should be one addron each line.

Note: e-mail addresses céxe changed after setting up a market, ibig not possible to
change the number of participantsin a market once it has been created. Hence, if a
complete list of students’ addresses is not avilalse “dummy” addresses (e.g.
studentO1l@MyUniversity.edu), which can then be ghdrafter the fact.

4. Click “check data validity” then “complete matReThis may take a couple of minutes.
You are now ready to set up your first Nutrientiatling exercise.

Il. Setting up a trading period

In using NutrientNet, you may carry out numeroaslitng periods for a single market.

Frequently the first period exercise is used tgpdymhamiliarize students with the use of the

site. If all students are in a single room andykxjon simultaneously, a period may take

place in as little as 15-30 minutes. For out-@fssl exercises, a trading period requires about

30 minutes of time on line, and participants shdwdde at least one opportunity for

guestions. One week is typically sufficient. Ltgheriods can occur in less time.

1. From the “Admin Home” page, click on “Add newrioe” link in the list under the

appropriate market.

Give your period a name and set beginning adchgrtimes and dates.

Choose a scenario from the list. A scenaricnésfwhat roles (point source/nonpoint

source) are assigned to which students. Changangdenario in subsequent trading

periods will allow students to change roles. Baraple, if you choose scenario A_0O for

your first period and A_1 for the second one, stideles will rotate with most point-

sources from the first trading period becoming pomt sources in the next trading

period.

4. Set the fine and trading ratio. The defauktsaire best for most exercises (see
discussion below)

5. Click on “create.” If “notify participants abboew period” is checked, the site will
generate e-mails for all market participants inforgrthem of the new trading period.
This may take several minutes.

2.
3.

lll. Grading and incentives

Widespread participation is important for NutrieetNo be useful as a teaching tool. Hence,
incentives to participate are important. To helthwhis, and to help students become
comfortable with NutrientNet, a “NutrientNet Assigent” can be downloaded and modified
from the “Teaching Tools” page, which can be aceg$som the main NutrientNet
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homepage, http://edu.nutrientnet.org. Gradingatao easily be done based on the data

available on participation or performance, obtaibgalicking on theE and[® jcons,
respectively. These data can be downloaded tokael Epreadsheet for analysis and
grading.

There is an element of luck in how economicallgsssful a participant is. Hence grading
primarily on economic success is not usually appaip.

IV. Assisting students

Inevitably students will have questions. Nutrieetldllows instructors to help your students
with such problems by impersonating their roles.

1. From the “Admin Home” page, click on the “Vieistr link or the & icon under the
appropriate market.

2. On the “Market participants” page click on tlerespondin¢ZE icon to play the role of
the student. As an impersonator you are givensacitethe student profile and may
evaluate BMPs, perform trades, etc. as the studemteturn to your role as
administrator, click the “Switch to Admin” link ctme left menu.

3. If trouble or confusion remain, click on thedeack icon =1, and NutrientNet support
will assist you as promptly as possible.

V. Debriefing

A critical part of the NutrientNet learning procesgo discuss the environmental and
economic effectiveness of the trading program. ridotNet provides several graphs and

tables that provide information for such a disomssiFrom “Admin Home,” thdidl jcon
takes you to charts that present loading in thershed both before the period and currently.

Clicking on thekd icon presents a number of economic statistics.tdagcally, the Market
Efficiency Analysis table compares the economidgrarance of the current market with a
scenario in which trading were not allowed.

VI. Additional exercises

Some additional exercises and lessons:

1. A period in which the fine is set to zero. Tfasilitates a discussion of the ethics and
economics of complying with environmental regulaso

2. A period in which the trading ratio is set td ten pounds of non-point reductions
necessary to achieve one point source credit)s §imws how tightening the restrictions
on a program can lead to increased costs and, soastworse environmental results.

3. A period in which one or two students are enaged to try to corner the market. This
allows a discussion of market power.

4. In general, NutrientNet can facilitate a diseus®f the price process using the price
history figure in the Period trading history page.



